
 

 
 
Marcella van de Bovenkamp a young lady of 30 years old currently resides in Jerusalem, Israel, but originally comes 

from the Netherlands where she grew up in a loving, very active and internationally focused family.  Because of her 

upbringing, the longing to travel the world was planted inside of her.   At the age of 17, she participated in a program 

giving her the opportunity to study abroad and graduate from a high school in the small town of New York Mills, 

Minnesota.  After returning from her year in the USA, she studied tourism and briefly worked in the airline industry 

before starting her Law Studies at the University of Utrecht. There she graduated and obtained her “Bachelor of Laws” 

degree. The time at University were life changing as it was during this season of her life (2010) that she encountered the 

God of Israel, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and her personal savior Messiah Yeshua.  

 

When she came to faith, there was an immediate love for the Nation of Israel and the Jewish people which cannot be put 

into words in any other way, but that the Father Himself laid this love in her heart.  It was overwhelming and difficult at 

times as many around her did not understand the burden and love that she carried.  Every time she opened the Bible, 

Israel was speaking to her from every page.  With time, her understanding and love for Israel only grew stronger. She felt 

(and still feels) like Ruth, who spoke these words to Naomi: “Don’t press me to leave you and stop following you; for 

wherever you go, I will go; and wherever you stay, I will stay.   Your people will be my people and your God will be my 

God. Where you die, I will die; and there I will be buried.  May Adonai bring terrible curses on me, and worse ones as 

well if anything but death separates you and me” – Ruth 1:16-17. Her desire to stand with and walk alongside the Jewish 

people is summarized by these ancient words of Ruth the Moabite to Naomi the Israelite.  

 

Her desire and love for Israel might have been passed on from generations past, as her great-great grandmother Maartje 

van der Stoel – van Leeuwen saved the life of a Jewish medical student, named Herbert Muller, during the Second World 

War (1940-1945) in the Netherlands. She saw this as her Christian duty to save this man's life. Together with her son and 

daughter, they provided Herbert with a hiding place in their city home and also on two different family farms in the 

country. They were able to get him safely through the war. It was in 2014 that Maartje van der Stoel – van Leeuwen was 

rewarded the title “Righteous Among the Nations” by Yad Vashem, the Israeli Holocaust Museum in Jerusalem. The 

receiving of the award by Marcella’s family opened up the long awaited door for her to be able to reside in Israel.   From 

2011 till 2015 she had already been traveling back and forth and working as a personal assistant to the director of an 

Israeli export company and as a tour operator in the tourism industry, but now she was given the permission to reside in 

the land.  In October of 2016, Marcella officially immigrated to Israel. 

 

The years of traveling between Holland and Israel, and the uncertainty of whether she could stay in the land, had finally 

come to an end. Now she could start growing roots here!  She remembered the words the Lord spoke to her heart once as 

she was overlooking the Old City of Jerusalem, words from the prophet Jeremiah (to Israel), “I will plant them in this 

land truly, with my whole heart and being.”  These words are becoming true for Israel as the Jewish people are returning 

to their ancient homeland and also for Marcella as God has planted her in the land.  Marcella says, "It humbles me and 

amazes me to know that the Lord has a plan for each and every one of His children and wants to use us in His Kingdom.  

All we need to do is say “Hineni”, the words of Abraham “here I am” (Gen. 22:1) and follow Him wherever He sends us 

in obedience and trust." 

 

With a university degree in Bachelors of Law, she believes the Lord wants to use her to "stand with" and “defend” the 

Nation of Israel and the Jewish people.  Several years ago as she was walking by the court in the city where she would 

have worked, she asked the Lord, “Why are these other lawyers defending those that are being prosecuted and I am not?  

Why did you take me out of that work place?”  She did not expect to receive an answer, but she did!  He answered, 

“They are called to defend those that are being prosecuted, but you are called to defend My people.”   Defend can imply 

many things, but for Marcella, it means “to support in the face of criticism” and “to stand up for.”  There are Christians 

that love the Jews and stand with Israel.  Building bridges between Christians and Jews is happening in our day and she 

wants to be part of that! Also, believers need someone to be the right set of eyes and ears for them in Israel educating 

them about the promises in God’s Word for Israel to equip them as they stand with and pray for Israel.   Marcella 

operates as a voice to the nations from Jerusalem!  With all humility, she believes that the Lord has called her to live in 

Israel amongst His people, to be a comfort and a servant to them. 

Marcella van de Bovenkamp 
“An advocate for Israel and a voice to the nations” 

 
 

 

 


